Mr Barry O’Farrell, MP

LEADER of THE OPPOSITION

Parliament House

Macquarie Street

SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Sir,
I am a resident of Gloucester on the Mid North Coast of N.S.W. with concern for the residents and future of the town in which I live.
In 2011, GLOUCESTER RESOURCES LIMITED (GRL) will lodge an application seeking approval to mine the first part of an area over which they currently hold an exploration licence.  Approval by the Government will move the area allowed for mining 5kms closer to the town, bringing it well within 5kms of schools, businesses, the hospital and residences.  In some cases residential estates are less than 3kms.
My question to you is, HOW CLOSE is TOO CLOSE in your party’s eyes?

Close enough that the nature of the town as a tourist destination for thousands of people a year will change into a mining moonscape and be another rural town changed into a mining town and its rural identity lost.
Close enough that the lifestyle that I and my fellow residents enjoy living in one of the most pristine areas of the country will be irrevocably destroyed.
Close enough, most importantly, that the health of the community will suffer, living under the plume of PM2.5 particles that will almost continually pervade every part of our valley and the areas beyond.
On Saturday, March 26th 2011, I will be asked to make a choice as to who will govern the State for the next four years.  I will make that choice, not in the least part, with consideration of the issues outlined above.
Over the next few months you and your party can make a choice to support or not, the approval of this new mine or the approval of any mining activity within the GRL exploration boundary around the town in the future.  I hope for the sake of the town and the people who call it home that THIS CLOSE is TOO CLOSE!
I look forward to receiving your response.
Yours faithfully

..........................................................
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ADDRESS  ..........................................................................................................
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